Your Class Binder


You’re going to need a binder for your class materials.  We’ll be using some materials over and over all year, so being able to find something quickly will be important.  A well-maintained, organized binder seems to go hand-in-hand with good study habits.  You must have it in class with you every day, and you are expected to keep all your Spanish papers in it.  A spiral-bound notebook, even if it has pockets, is NOT a replacement for a binder. As discussed in class, you may keep “El diario” in a notebook.  If you are unable to get a binder, let me know via email, a note, or talk to me.

· Your binder should be a 1-1½” three-ring binder, or the equivalent portion of a multi-subject binder.

The binder will have the following sections, separated by dividers with labeled tabs:

· El diario (warm-ups, daily notes) File your syllabus and this paper in this section.
· Vocabulario (“animales y dichos”, numbers, thematic vocabulary (supplementary list)                                                                      


                                                                                

· Lecturas y novela (stories, materials related to the mini-novel)
· Escrituras (this is where you will save things you WRITE for class)
· Cultura (songs, maps, poems, notes on videos, recipes and culture study projects)
This is the order that seems to have worked best for my students, but you may put the sections in the order that you prefer.

Keep your notebook organized.  I’ve really seen that it helps. 

Your work must be dated.  Papers should always have your name, first (your real one or your adopted Spanish name) and last, and the date in the upper right hand corner.  Writing out the date gives you ongoing practice with numbers and months, so you’ll write it in this manner:




el tres de septiembre, 2015
There will be occasional binder checks for which you will receive a grade.

